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Papa Murphys Pizza named Business
of the Quarter by the SBC Chamber

Ambassadors

In the midst of the San Benito County
Chamber of Commerce launching
our Healthy Community Initiative, we
were ranked 2nd healthiest county in
the State of California by the Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation! Please
continue to look in the Chamber E-
News for further updates on our
Healthy Community Initiative.  The
Initiative will focus on five areas of
“health” in our community; wellness
and physical, economic,
educational, civic and environmental.
For more information on our ranking
please visit these sites: www.rwjf.org
and www.countyhealthrankings.org/
california/san-benito

San Benito County
Ranked 2nd

Healthiest County in
California

Get the Most of Your Chamber Membership in 2010
Did you know that your Chamber offers many ways to promote your business  throughout the year?
Take time to review just a few of them now:

E-Newsletter:  Press Release Page: We have a page designated for your press releases...send
 what’s happening with your business and we’ll help get the word out on this page. Insert a Flyer:
Send us a PDF of your upcoming event or business promotion and we will include it in the newsletter
and on Facebook.
Calendar of Events: Send us your events!  We post them on our website and Facebook as well as
hand them out to visitors and other Chamber Members.

Lunch with Leaders: Sponsor a “Lunch with Leaders” and get the opportunity to talk about your
company to local business professionals.   Continued on page 3

Business of the Quarter is presented by the Ambassadors
quarterly to those businesses or organizations who have gone
above and beyond Chamber Membership and are actively
involved with the Chamber through volunteerism and other
Chamber functions.

Ambassadors present Business of the Quarter award to Papa Murphy’s
Pizza.

Last month we introduced you
to new member “Dave’s Dawg

House” hot dog stand.  Visit
page 3 to see what new

members joined in February!

http://www.sanbenitocountychamber.com
http://www.hazelhawkins.com
http://www.gracecpas.com
http://www.rabobank.com
http://www.teknova.com
http://isoars.com/Quarterly/Q-pons.pdf
http://isoars.com/Quarterly/Q-pons.pdf
http://www.sanbenitocountychamber.com/ENewsSponsorshipForm.pdf
http://www.sanbenitocountychamber.com/ENewsSponsorshipForm.pdf
http://isoars.com/Quarterly/Q-pons.pdf
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Chamber
Directors

Terri Rovella
Chairman

California State Auto
Association

Sylvia Perez
Vice Chairman

CalStar

Bette Grace
Finance Chairman

Grace & Associates

Gretchen Blatter
Secretary

Casa de Fruta

Scott Fuller
Past Chair

San Juan Oaks Golf Club

Rosemary Bridwell
Landscape Design by

Rosemary Bridwell

Kristina Chavez-Wyatt
Meridian Pacific

Cesar Flores
San Benito Arts Council

Dr. Ron Crates
Hollister School District

Barbara Cosio
K & S Properties

Paul Rovella
Lombardo & Gilles

Katherine Vais-Bedolla
Bishop Lusink Insurance

Victor Gomez
Papa Murphey Pizza

Staff
Jessica French

President/CEO
Mimi Cooper

Member Relations Manager
Bryn Calderon

Administrative Assistant

Jessica French
President/CEO

Message from the President

Jessica French was among the 31 participants
in the third year class of Academy, a
professional development program presented
by the Western Association of Chamber
Executives (W.A.C.E.).

Academy is an interactive 3-day (three year)
training program on chamber management
essentials designed for today’s chamber
executives and staff professionals.

“Academy was founded as a program for a
new era of chamber management,” said Dave
Kilby, President/CEO of W.A.C.E. “We
congratulate all of the participants in our third
year class and their chambers for having the
vision to invest in professional development.”

The third year Academy curriculum included
three-hour classes on Conflict Resolution, Staff
Development, Strategic Planning, Dealing with
the Media, Creating a Strong Local Economy
and Personal Leadership Development.

W.A.C.E is an association of chamber of
commerce executives and staff professionals
designed to promote and enhance
professional development. With over 840
members from fifteen Western states,
W.A.C.E. is the largest state or regional
association of chamber of commerce
executives in the United States.

Mike Peterson, CEO Solargen
Energy, speaks at February

Lunch with Leaders

Our 2010 Lunch with Leaders schedule started on
February 17th with Meridian Pacific hosting our
speaker Mike Peterson the CEO of Solargen
Energy at San Juan Oaks.  Solargen has a project
site of 4,717 acres of which less than 2,500 acres
will be covered with raised solar panels on private
property in the Panoche Valley. Solargen has
estimated that it will take six years to complete the
project and during that time they expect to create
150-250 new jobs which they hope to fill with San
Benito County residents. Solar projects are exempt
from paying property taxes; however, Solargen has
proposed to voluntarily pay San Benito County $1
million per year for at least ten years.  For more
information please visit their website at:
www.solargen-energy.com.  For more information
on our sponsor Meridian Pacific please visit their
website at: www.meridianhq.com.

Our next Lunch with Leaders is scheduled for
Wednesday, March 17th at 11:30 at San Juan Oaks.
Our speaker is San Benito County CAO Susan
Thompson and our sponsor is DeVries Law Group.
Please make reservations by contacting the
Chamber office at 637-5315.

http://www.sanbenitocountychamber.com
http://isoars.com/Quarterly/Q-pons.pdf
http://isoars.com/Quarterly/Q-pons.pdf
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Page 3 Member Connection

Mimi Cooper
Member Relations Manager

Welcome New
Members:

Member 2 Member
Discounts are  available
from many Chamber
Members.  To take
advantage of the program
simply show your Member-
2-Member discount card
(available in the Chamber
office) at participating
businesses.

We currently have 64
businesses participating
and are looking to reach
100.  If your business is not
yet participating in the
program it’s easy to get
started.  Contact Mimi in the
Chamber Office. For a
complete list of discounts
go to:

Member 2 Member
Discount Program

www.sanbenitocountychamber.com/
m_to_m_discounts.shtml

Member
Renewals
For the second month, we
had so many Member
renewals that we had to put
them on a separate page.
See page 8  for a complete
list of renewals.  Thank you to
all who renewed and for your
continued support of the San
Benito County Chamber of
Commerce.

Deborah Harter
Platinum Real Estate Group

Deborah Harter of the Platinum
Real Estate Group is here to serve
all your real estate needs.  Find a
home, sell a home, consult on
home selling tactics.  Give her a
call at 866-906-6951 or visit her
on the web at
www.servinghollister.com.

Red Barn Run

The First Annual Red Barn Run
which benefits the Luekemia &
Lymphoma society will take place
on May 23rd, 2010 in San Juan
Bautista and feature a 5k and a
10k run.  Walkers are also
welcome. Visit them at
www.redbarnrun.com and support
this important fundraiser.  The Red
Barn Run is also offering a Member
2 Member Discount of $5.00 off
the registration fee.

Hertz Rental Car in Hollister
has many services available
to you. Ask  them about their
special & prestigious
vehicles,  Hertz rents Fords
and other fine cars, local & af-
fordable rates, special rates
& direct insurance company
billing. Contact them at 831-
637-8800.  They also offer a
Member-2-Member Dis-
count.

Hertz Rental Car

VisionX Creative

VisionX is a full service desig
studio.  They create award
winning, custom solutions for
your business including web
design, graphic design, logo
design/corporate identity,
branding and search engine
marketing.  Give them a call
at 831-635-0151 or
www.visionxcreative.com.
They also offer a Member-2-
Member Discount.

Solargen

Solargen Energy develops,
builds, owns and operates
environmentally friendly, large
scale renewable energy
projects to deliver electricity to
util it ies and industrial
customers.  Solargen CEO,
Michael Peterson, shares his
committment to clean energy
and preserving the
environment through
Solargen Energy’s
investments in natural
conservations.  The company
builds projects with the
highest regard for preserving
the natural habitat of the
areas it develops.  For more
information on Solargen, visit
them on the web at
www.solargen-energy.com

Oriana Chorale

The Oriana Chorale was
established in 1985 by
Jeanna Balda, a Scottish
lady, who was the Head of
Finance at Hazel Hawkins
Hospital and Cantor at the
Mission Juan Bautista.

The San Benito Oriana
Chorale is an independent,
non-denominational, non-
profit organization dedicated
to live performances and
music education.  Oriana
searches out the best in
classical, folk, Broadway,
light opera, international,
pops and Gospel music
giving it’s audiences a variety
of musical experiences.
Oriana is open to all who love
to sing.

The San Benito Oriana
Chorale is always looking for
new singers and volunteers.
Visit them on the web at
www.orianachorale.org or
call (831) 638-9002 .or email:
info@orianachorale.org

For more information contact on
these and other member benefits
offered to you by your Chamber
contact Mimi Cooper, Member
Relations Manager at 831-637-5315
or by email:
 mimi@sanbenitocountychamber.com

Be an E-Newsletter Sponsor:
By sponsoring the e-Newsletter we
will include your logo and link to your
website on the front page for more
exposure.

Attend “Business After Hours”:
Meet your fellow Chamber Members
and let them know what your
business is all about.  Personal
relationships build business.

Making the Most
of your
membership

Continued from page 1

http://www.sanbenitocountychamber.com
http://isoars.com/Quarterly/Q-pons.pdf
http://isoars.com/Quarterly/Q-pons.pdf
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Upcoming Events in March!

Calendar Submissions for
Monthly e-Newsletter::
Please send your event
information to:
 bryn@sanbenitocountychamber.com
to be included on the Calendar
of Events in our e-
Newsletter...we must receive
this information at least 1 week
prior to the begining of the month
of your event.

Calendar Submissions for
2010 Calendar:
We are currently working on our
2010 Calendar.  Please submit
your 2010 events to
bryn@sanbenitocountychamber.com

Calendar Submissions

Page 4 Events & Happenings

“Business After
Hours and Lunch

with Leaders

“Business After Hours”
Join us the 2nd Wednesday of
every month to get to know your
fellow chamber members, have
some food and network.  Our
next “Business After Hours will
be Wednesday, March 10th at
5:30pm and will be hosted by
and held  Cafe Ella located on
Airline Highway, Hollister.

“Lunch with Leaders”
Lunch with Leaders is held on
the  the 3rd Wednesday of each
month.  Join us for our next
lunch with leaders at 11:30am
to 1pm at San Juan Oaks Golf
Club on March 17th. Our special
speaker will be Susan
Thompson and the event is
sponsored by DeVries Law
Group.  Click here for more info.

March 5th - 7th
San Benito Stage Company presents
Ax Of Murder - Dinner and a Show
info: www.sanbenitostage.org

March 10th
Business After Hours
Cafe Ella
5:50pm - 7pm
Info: 831-637-5315

March 10th
Watsonville Community Band
Silverado Concert Series
Veteran’s Memorial Building,
Downtown Hollister
7:30pm
Admission free

March 13th
Hollister Boy Scouts e-Waste
Recycling Fundraiser
Sunnyslope Medical Complex
9am to 3pm
Accepting TVs, computers, moniters,
etc.
Info: 831-635-9674

March 13th
A Night with Tommy Cash
Tommy Cash performs a Tribute to
his american icon brother Johnny
Cash
Bolado Park Fairgrounds
Doors open at 6pm - Music starts at

March 20th
14th Annual Nan Piepstem Wildlife Rehabilitation Dinner
Dance and Auction
Ridgemark Golf & Country Club
5pm to 10pm
Dinner, Live Music, Raffle, Auction
Info: 831-628-3400  or  www.npwrc.org/events

March 26th
Champagne Tea & White Elephant Auction Books
Benefit
San Juan Oaks Golf Club
1:30pm to 4:30pm
Hosted by the Women’s Club of Hollister and Friends
of the Library
Info: 831-638-1068

March 27th
7th Annual Wildflower Day
Pacheco State Park
Info: www.parks.ca.gov/events

March 27th
SBC Cattlemen’s Association
Annual Dinner Dance
Bolado Park Fairgrounds
Info: 831-628-3551

March 19th
Community Pantry Hunger Fighter Awards &
Volunteer Appreciation Evening
5:30pm to 7:30pm
San Juan Oaks
Info: 831-637-0340

March 17th
Lunch with Leaders
11:30am to 1pm
San Juan Oaks, Hollister  -  Speaker: Susan Thompson
Sponsor: DeVries Law Group

http://www.sanbenitocountychamber.com
http://isoars.com/Quarterly/Q-pons.pdf
http://www.sanbenitocountychamber.com/LunchWithLeadersMarch2010.pdf
http://isoars.com/Quarterly/Q-pons.pdf
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Business After HoursPage 5

Hazel Hawkins Memorial Hospital Hosts
February Business After Hours

Above: New Members From Front to Back: Deborah
Harter(Platinum Real Estate Group); Cameron Wright  (West Coast
Rubber Recycling); Tamra Koll (Creative Design); Ray Wood (SBC
Sheriff Candidate); Dave Stevenson (Dave’s Dawg House)

Hazel Hawkins Memorial Hospital hosted our February
Businesses After Hours in their new 3 story Support Services
Building.  Gordon Machado, President of the Hazel Hawkins
Hospital Board, spoke about the progress of the Hospitals
improvements and additions.

Join us for our March Business After Hours which will be held at
and hosted by Cafe Ella at 1709 Airline Highway, Hollister from
5:30pm to 7pm on March 10th.  Don’t forget to bring a prospective
Chamber member and receive 6 free raffle tickets.

Upcoming Business After
Hours

March
Cafe Ella

April
Serene Home

May
SBC Saddle Horse Show
Association & SBC Fair

http://www.sanbenitocountychamber.com
http://isoars.com/Quarterly/Q-pons.pdf
http://isoars.com/Quarterly/Q-pons.pdf
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